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Create an Insect

At-Home Project
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Due Date:  Tuesday, October 20th 

Objective (Goal):  Use your science knowledge and creativity to make an imaginary three dimensional insect.  Your imaginary insect should show your knowledge of insects, their characteristics, and defense mechanisms “to hunt or hide” that we learned about in our Life Cycles Unit.  Write about your insect to share its special features with others in the class.

Specifications for Insect:

· Your insect must be imaginary and three dimensional so be creative!  Ideas include combining/blending bee features with a grasshopper body (bumblebee stripes on a grasshopper body).  Or combining favorite features of favorite insects into one imaginary insect.  
· Since the insects will need to be displayed using classroom space, please make sure your insect is between approximately three to ten inches long and no more than six inches wide.

· If your insect is very fragile, glue or pin it to a piece of cardboard box or other flat surface.  Remember your insect will be on display like in a museum so make sure it is ready for viewing!  You may decorate or color the flat surface to match your insect’s environment such as green for grass or white for snow.  Again, be creative!

· All required and optional body features of your insect MUST be labeled:

	REQUIRED
	Optional

	head, thorax, abdomen
	wings

	2 antennae
	stinger

	2 eyes
	proboscis

	6 legs
	other “real life” insect feature

you have learned about such as spiracles


Materials:  

Written Report:  About My Insect written report paper, pencil, colored pencils, crayons, 
markers

Insect:  household materials, decorative materials, glue, scissors, tape, pencil, colored pencils, crayons, paint, and/or markers

Examples:  egg cartons, soda cans, toothpicks, tin foil, burlap, straws, popsicle sticks, beads, buttons, tissue paper, glitter, yarn, fabric scraps, plastic containers/bottles, chenille/tinsel stems (pipe cleaners), craft feathers, sticks, pine cones, and so much more!  Special note - For the safety of all no glass or sharp objects such as nails, please!

Additional Resources:  Use your Butterfly Packet to help you!  For more general information on insect body parts and examples of defense mechanisms, visit my website.  Go to the Science tab.  Click on Life Cycles tab.  Click on the link to Enchanted Learning to explore tabs for ideas and additional information.  

Remember:  Show your insect knowledge and creativity!  Also show that you can follow directions, carefully.  Relax and have fun creating your insect.  Practice budgeting your time and planning your project.  You do not need to spend ANY money on this insect!  Mrs. Anderson is not looking for fancy and expensive insects!  She wants to see that you enjoyed creating your insect, extended your learning, and used your household resources.
Planning Tips:

· Look through books, your packet, and even outdoor insects for inspiration!  Use your insect knowledge and favorite insects for ideas.  Browse Enchanted Learning, another grade level appropriate website, or online images.  Also look around your house for materials/supplies that may inspire you!
· Plan the materials for the required and optional body parts.
· Draw a picture of your insect (last page).  Label the body parts.  Think of its habitat and defense mechanisms for survival while planning!
· Start to carefully build your insect using the materials.
· Remember neat and clear labels!
	Project Requirement
	Explanation of Requirement
	Points Earned

	Insect

Body

(Accuracy)
	· Shows accurate placement of all (6) required body features/parts

· Optional:  Shows appropriate placement of all optional body features    ___  Yes     ___  No  


	__________

6 Possible Points

	Insect

Labels
	· 6 required body features/parts are correctly labeled

· Optional:  Optional body features are correctly labeled

                             ___  Yes     ___  No  
	________

6 Possible Points 

	Written 

Report
	· Report is complete (all sections)

· Information is easy to read and understand

· Complete sentences are used
	__________

15 Possible Points

	Follows Directions

and Neatness
	· Insect is the appropriate size

· Insect is 3-D (three dimensional)

· Insect is imaginary (made up)

· Uses appropriate and safe materials

· Insect is neatly and carefully assembled 

· Insect and report are submitted by the due date
	__________

6 Possible Points



	Creativity
	· May include optional body parts that help create a unique insect

· Uses household materials and supplies in a creative and interesting way

· Written report demonstrates original thinking and creative application of insect knowledge
	Feedback:




Rubric Reference:  Below you will see a sample rubric to assist you in planning and creating your insect.


Diagram/Picture of My Insect





Materials I’ll use for each body part:





1. Head: 						4. 2 eyes:


2. Thorax:					5. 6 legs:


3. Abdomen:					6. 2 antennae:





Other materials:








